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gratulate Napoleon on the public welfare, is never-
theless appalled at*its own courage: it fears even
to exist, and takes care to say that the authority of
the Senate exists only when the sovereign calls for
it and sets it in motion. There was so great danger
that the Senate would be independent!"

Then followed lyrical outbursts of enthusiasm.
"Sire, Your Majesty has hoisted the French eagles
on the towers of Moscow. The enemy was able to
oppose your success and to thwart your plans only
by having recourse to the ghastly measures of des-
potism, by turning its boundaries into deserts, and
by giving to the flames his capital, the centre of his
wealth, and the product of many centuries. They
little know, Sire, Your Majesty's heart when they
thus revive the barbarous tactics of their savage
ancestors. You would gladly have renounced tro-
phies which were to cost so much human blood and
suffering. . . . May Your Imperial and Royal Maj-
esty deign to accept this tribute of the gratitude,
love, and unalterable fidelity of the Senate and of
the French people I . . . The affection which the
whole nation bears for the King of Rome proves,
Sire, both the attachment of the French for Your
Majesty's family, and that inward conviction which
reassures every citizen, and shows him in this august
child the security of his own, the safeguard of his
fortunes, and an invincible obstacle to all civil agita-
tions and political upheavals, the greatest misfortunes
that can distress a people."